
 

 

  

Air Force Sexual 
Assault Courts-Martial 
Significant Cases 
 
The Air Force is committed to prevent, deter, and prosecute sexual assault in its 
ranks.  This report contains a synopsis of significant sexual assault cases taken to 
trial by Court-Martial in 2009 in which the accused was convicted of a sexual 
assault offense.  The information contained herein is a matter of public record. 
 

 

2009 

Office of The Judge Advocate General 
Headquarters USAF, The Pentagon  



List of Air Force Installations 
with Significant Sexual Assault Convictions in 2009 

To view cases by base, click on the name of the installation.  
 
 

Al Udeid AB, Qatar 

Aviano Air Base 

Beale Air Force Base 

Cannon Air Force Base 

Hill Air Force Base 

Hurlburt Field 

Luke AFB 

Malmstrom AFB 

McChord AFB 

Osan AB 

Vandenberg AFB 
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SIGNIFICANT AIR FORCE  

SEXUAL ASSAULT CONVICTIONS  

2009  
 

Note:  The appropriate disposition to sexual assault allegations and investigations may not always 

include referral to trial by court-martial.  Rather, less serious cases may be more appropriately handled 
through adverse administrative accountability actions. 

 
*Adjudged sentences reported herein do not reflect any relief that may have been granted upon appeal*  
 

 
Return to Base Listing 

 

 
United States v SSgt James E. Selle 

 
Base:  Al Udeid AB, Qatar 
 

Synopsis: While deployed to Qatar, SSgt Selle and a female airman got drunk.  SSgt Selle then 
took the female airman to his dorm room where he had sexual intercourse with her, took naked 
photos of her, and showed the photos to his friends. 
 

Trial Results: On 25 Apr 09, SSgt Selle was convicted by general court-martial of 2 counts of 
indecent acts, 3 counts of violating a general order, and larceny.   
 

Adjudged Sentence:  SSgt Selle was sentenced to confinement for 6 months, a bad conduct 
discharge, reduction in rank to E-2, and forfeiture of $500. 
  



 

SIGNIFICANT AIR FORCE  

SEXUAL ASSAULT CONVICTIONS  

2009  
 

Note:  The appropriate disposition to sexual assault allegations and investigations may not always 

include referral to trial by court-martial.  Rather, less serious cases may be more appropriately handled 
through adverse administrative accountability actions. 

 
*Adjudged sentences reported herein do not reflect any relief that may have been granted upon appeal*  
 

 
Return to Base Listing 

 

United States v SrA Chad E. Cartwright 

 
Base:  Aviano AB, Italy 
 
Synopsis:  SrA Cartwright, a female airman, and another male airman engaged in drinking alcohol at two 
off-base clubs and then continued drinking at SrA Cartwright's off-base apartment. The female airman and then 
SrA Cartwright fell asleep on SrA Cartwright's futon and the female airman awoke to SrA Cartwright touching 
her genital area.  
    

Trial Results:  On 12 Sep 09, at Aviano AB, Italy, SrA Cartwright was convicted by general 
court-martial of abusive sexual contact.   
 

Adjudged Sentence:  SrA Cartwright was sentenced to confinement for 18 months, a bad 
conduct discharge, reduction in rank to E-1, and total forfeiture of all pay and allowances. 
  



 

SIGNIFICANT AIR FORCE  

SEXUAL ASSAULT CONVICTIONS  

2009  
 

Note:  The appropriate disposition to sexual assault allegations and investigations may not always 

include referral to trial by court-martial.  Rather, less serious cases may be more appropriately handled 
through adverse administrative accountability actions. 

 
*Adjudged sentences reported herein do not reflect any relief that may have been granted upon appeal*  
 

 
Return to Base Listing 

 

United States v A1C Collin C. Shay 

 
Base:  Beale AFB, CA 
 
Synopsis:  The civilian spouse of an airman had a party at her house, drank heavily, and passed 
out in her own bed.  She later awoke to A1C Shay masturbating over her and ejaculating onto 
her.      
 

Trial Results:  On 18 Aug 09, at Beale AFB, CA, A1C Shay was convicted by special court-
martial of assault consummated by battery and drunk driving.   
 

Adjudged Sentence:  A1C Shay was sentenced to confinement for 4 months, reduction in rank 
to E-2, and forfeiture of $1,045.00 per month for 4 months.  
  



 

SIGNIFICANT AIR FORCE  

SEXUAL ASSAULT CONVICTIONS  

2009  
 

Note:  The appropriate disposition to sexual assault allegations and investigations may not always 

include referral to trial by court-martial.  Rather, less serious cases may be more appropriately handled 
through adverse administrative accountability actions. 

 
*Adjudged sentences reported herein do not reflect any relief that may have been granted upon appeal*  
 

 
Return to Base Listing 

 

United States v SrA Daniel J. Datavs 

 
Base:  Cannon AFB, NM 
 

Synopsis: SrA Datavs forced his girlfriend to give him oral sex after they had consensual 
intercourse. 
 

Trial Results: On 2 Jul 09, SrA Datavs was convicted by general court-martial of forcible 
sodomy, and false official statement.   
 

Adjudged Sentence:  SrA Datavs was sentenced to a dishonorable discharge, reduction in rank 
to E-1, and total forfeiture of all pay and allowances. 
  



 

SIGNIFICANT AIR FORCE  

SEXUAL ASSAULT CONVICTIONS  

2009  
 

Note:  The appropriate disposition to sexual assault allegations and investigations may not always 

include referral to trial by court-martial.  Rather, less serious cases may be more appropriately handled 
through adverse administrative accountability actions. 

 
*Adjudged sentences reported herein do not reflect any relief that may have been granted upon appeal*  
 

 
Return to Base Listing 

 

United States v SSgt Shawn R. Hull 

 
Base:  Hill AFB, UT 
 

Synopsis: SSgt Hull, a married man, while at the home of his girlfriend and her roommate, 
forcibly raped his girlfriend’s roommate. 
 

Trial Results: On 29 Jan 09, SSgt Hull was convicted by general court-martial of rape, 
dereliction of duty, and 2 counts of adultery.   
 

Adjudged Sentence:  SSgt Hull was sentenced to confinement for 3 years, a dishonorable 
discharge, and reduction in rank to E-1. 
  



 

SIGNIFICANT AIR FORCE  

SEXUAL ASSAULT CONVICTIONS  

2009  
 

Note:  The appropriate disposition to sexual assault allegations and investigations may not always 

include referral to trial by court-martial.  Rather, less serious cases may be more appropriately handled 
through adverse administrative accountability actions. 

 
*Adjudged sentences reported herein do not reflect any relief that may have been granted upon appeal*  
 

 
Return to Base Listing 

 

United States v A1C Michael S. Tunstall 

 

Base:  Hurlburt Field, FL 
 
Synopsis:  A1C Tunstall, a female airman, and several other male airmen played drinking games 
in the dorm room of one of the other airmen.  At some point during the night, the female airman 
removed her clothes and she and A1C Tunstall began consensual sexual contact.  As the night 
progressed, the female airman continued drinking and got sick.  Despite her incapacitation, A1C 
Tunstall had sex with her.       
 

Trial Results:  On 19 Nov 09, at Hurlburt AFB, FL, A1C Tunstall was convicted by general 
court-martial of aggravated sexual assault, and adultery.   
 

Adjudged Sentence:  A1C Tunstall was sentenced to confinement for 6 months, a bad conduct 
discharge, reduction in rank to E-1, and a reprimand. 
  

 

  



 

SIGNIFICANT AIR FORCE  

SEXUAL ASSAULT CONVICTIONS  

2009  
 

Note:  The appropriate disposition to sexual assault allegations and investigations may not always 

include referral to trial by court-martial.  Rather, less serious cases may be more appropriately handled 
through adverse administrative accountability actions. 

 
*Adjudged sentences reported herein do not reflect any relief that may have been granted upon appeal*  
 

 
Return to Base Listing 

 

United States v A1C James E. Spence II 

 
Base:  Luke AFB, AZ 
 
Synopsis:  A1C Spence approached a random civilian woman while off base, groped her breast 
and buttocks, and fled in his car.      
 

Trial Results:  On 16 Jul 09, at Luke AFB, AZ, A1C Spence was convicted by special court-
martial of abusive sexual contact.   
 

Adjudged Sentence:  A1C Spence was sentenced to confinement for 15 days, and a reprimand. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 

SIGNIFICANT AIR FORCE  

SEXUAL ASSAULT CONVICTIONS  

2009  
 

Note:  The appropriate disposition to sexual assault allegations and investigations may not always 

include referral to trial by court-martial.  Rather, less serious cases may be more appropriately handled 
through adverse administrative accountability actions. 

 
*Adjudged sentences reported herein do not reflect any relief that may have been granted upon appeal*  
 

 
Return to Base Listing 

 

United States v Capt Adam E. Pittman 

 
Base:  Malmstrom AFB, MT 
 

Synopsis: While on duty as ICBM combat crew members, with a junior female officer, Capt 
Pittman groped the female officer without her consent made unwanted sexual comments. 
 

Trial Results: On 29 Jan 09, Capt Pittman was convicted by general court-martial of wrongful 
sexual contact, and conduct unbecoming an officer and gentleman.   
 

Adjudged Sentence:  Capt Pittman was sentenced to confinement for 6 months, and a dismissal. 
 

United States v SrA David J. Janssen 

 

Base:  Malmstrom AFB, MT 
 
Synopsis:  An altercation with his live-in girlfriend at their home escalated and SrA Janssen 
sexually and physically assaulted his girlfriend when she tried to leave.      
 

Trial Results:  On 13 Dec 09, at Malmstrom AFB, MT, SrA Janssen was convicted at a general 
court-martial of rape using force, 2 counts of assault consummated by a battery, obstructing 
justice, breaking restriction, and insubordination.   
 

Adjudged Sentence:  SrA Janssen was sentenced to confinement for 12 years and 8 months, a 
bad conduct discharge, reduction in rank to E1, and forfeiture of $1,300.00 pay per month for 12 
years. 
 

 

  



 

SIGNIFICANT AIR FORCE  

SEXUAL ASSAULT CONVICTIONS  

2009  
 

Note:  The appropriate disposition to sexual assault allegations and investigations may not always 

include referral to trial by court-martial.  Rather, less serious cases may be more appropriately handled 
through adverse administrative accountability actions. 

 
*Adjudged sentences reported herein do not reflect any relief that may have been granted upon appeal*  
 

 
Return to Base Listing 

 

United States v Lt Col Steven J. DiMatteo 

 
Base:  McChord AFB, WA 
 

Synopsis: While deployed to Incirlilk AB, Turkey as the Operations Group commander, Lt Col 
DiMatteo drank with a subordinate male airman, and sexually assaulted the airman in Lt Col 
DiMatteo’s room. 
 

Trial Results: On 15 May 09, Lt Col DiMatteo was convicted by general court-martial of 
wrongful sexual contact, willful dereliction of duty, obstructing justice, and conduct unbecoming 
an officer and gentleman.   
 

Adjudged Sentence:  Lt Col DiMatteo was sentenced to confinement for 11 months, and a 
dismissal. 
  



 

SIGNIFICANT AIR FORCE  

SEXUAL ASSAULT CONVICTIONS  

2009  
 

Note:  The appropriate disposition to sexual assault allegations and investigations may not always 

include referral to trial by court-martial.  Rather, less serious cases may be more appropriately handled 
through adverse administrative accountability actions. 

 
*Adjudged sentences reported herein do not reflect any relief that may have been granted upon appeal*  
 

 
Return to Base Listing 

 

United States v SSgt David A. Aguilar 

 
Base:  Osan AB, ROK 
 

Synopsis: After a night of drinking to celebrate being promoted, SSgt Aguilar met a female 
airman and invited her back to his dorm room.  After some consensual sexual contact, SSgt 
Aguilar continued to have sexual intercourse despite the female airman having withdrawn 
consent.  Further investigation revealed a second female airman who accused SSgt Aguilar of 
sexually assaulting her in his hotel room after a night of drinking. 
 

Trial Results: On 2 Jul 09, SSgt Aguilar was convicted by general court-martial of rape and 
assault.   
 

Adjudged Sentence:  SSgt Aguilar was sentenced to confinement for 6 months, a bad conduct 
discharge, and reduction in rank to E-1. 
 



 

SIGNIFICANT AIR FORCE  

SEXUAL ASSAULT CONVICTIONS  

2009  
 

Note:  The appropriate disposition to sexual assault allegations and investigations may not always 

include referral to trial by court-martial.  Rather, less serious cases may be more appropriately handled 
through adverse administrative accountability actions. 

 
*Adjudged sentences reported herein do not reflect any relief that may have been granted upon appeal*  
 

 
Return to Base Listing 

 

 
United States v Amn Jeffery D. Bohannon II 

 

Base:  Shaw AFB, SC 
 
Synopsis:  A1C Bohannon had a female and a male airman over his house for drinks.  When the 
female airman went to the bathroom to be sick, A1C Bohannon followed her into the bathroom, 
groped her, and exposed himself to her without her consent.  Once the female airman had 
reported A1C Bohannon’s behavior, A1C Bohannon’s wife reported that he forced sexual 
intercourse with her on more than one occasion.      
 

Trial Results:  On 5 Nov 09, at Beale AFB, CA, Amn Bohannon was convicted by general 
court-martial of rape, aggravated sexual contact, abusive sexual contact, and assault 
consummated by battery.   
 

Adjudged Sentence:  Amn Bohannon was sentenced to confinement for 9 years, a dishonorable 
discharge, reduction in rank to E-1, and total forfeiture of all pay and allowances. 
  



 

SIGNIFICANT AIR FORCE  

SEXUAL ASSAULT CONVICTIONS  

2009  
 

Note:  The appropriate disposition to sexual assault allegations and investigations may not always 

include referral to trial by court-martial.  Rather, less serious cases may be more appropriately handled 
through adverse administrative accountability actions. 

 
*Adjudged sentences reported herein do not reflect any relief that may have been granted upon appeal*  
 

 
Return to Base Listing 

 

United States v Capt Varun K. Narula 

 

Base:  Vandenberg AFB, CA 
 
Synopsis:  After a night of drinking with friends, Capt Narula and a female officer returned to 
Capt Narula’s home.  There, after some consensual sexual contact, Capt Narula continued the 
sexual contact without the female officer’s consent.      
 

Trial Results:  On 19 Dec 09, at Vandenberg AFB, CA, Capt Narula was convicted at a general 
court-martial of wrongful sexual contact, fraternization, and 2 counts of conduct unbecoming an 
officer and gentleman.   
 

Adjudged Sentence:  Capt Narula was sentenced to confinement for 6 years, dismissal, and total 
forfeiture of all pay and allowances. 
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